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Ian Linnell is a group managing director at Fitch Ratings and head of Fitch's 
European structured finance group. This group is responsible for providing 
credit ratings on asset-backed securities (ABS), covered bonds, residential 
mortgage and commercial mortgage-backed securities (RMBS and CMBS). 
 
Previously, Ian was in charge of Fitch’s bank group covering the European, 
Middle Eastern, and African regions, a position he held for three years. Prior 
to moving to the bank group, Ian set up Fitch's credit policy group (CPG) for 
the non-Americas. CPG, which he headed for three years, is responsible for 
monitoring the overall quality of Fitch's ratings as well as reviewing and 
developing internal procedures and governance polices. Before joining CPG, 
he was a regional director in Fitch's financial institutions group, where he was 
responsible for rating, analyzing, and developing company criteria for 
Scandinavia, Switzerland, and major UK financial institutions. 
 
Prior to joining Fitch, Ian worked as an analyst with Standard & Poor's for 
five years. Earlier, he was an economist and a banking supervisor for the 
Bank of England. 
 
Ian earned a BA in economics from Newcastle Upon Tyne University. 


