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 Major developments in 2014 

ü  A fresh start for the European institutions 
 
ü  The Digital Single Market as a priority of the new Commission, which 

confirms the political support to the deployment of e-invoicing and e-
procurement 

 
ü  Launch of the Connecting Europe Facility (CEF) - Telecom 

ü  New legislation on public procurement and on e-invoicing in public 
procurement 

ü  New term of the European Multi-stakeholder Forum on e-Invoicing 

ü  Launch of the Expert Group on e-Procurement 2 



Three key players 

The European Parliament 
- voice of the people 
Martin Schulz, President  
of the European Parliament  
 
 
The European Council and the Council 
- voice of the Member States 
Donald Tusk, President of the European Council 
  
 
 
The European Commission 
- promoting the common interest 
Jean-Claude Juncker, President of the European Commission 

Martin Schulz 

Donald Tusk  

Jean-Claude Juncker 
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   Commissioner Elżbieta Bieńkowska 
Internal Market, Industry, Entrepreneurship and SMEs 

Responsibilities 
 
•  Renewing the strategy for completing the single market for 

goods and services. 
•  Bringing industry's weight in the EU's GDP back to 20% by 

2020, from less than 16% today. 
•  Identifying new sources for jobs and growth. 
•  Encouraging EU countries to make defence markets more 

efficient and open to EU-wide competition. 
•  Setting the right regulatory conditions for the development 

of space applications and services in Europe and delivering 
innovative projects such as Copernicus and GALILEO. 
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European Multi-stakeholder Forum 
on e-Invoicing 2014-2017 

•  Additional tasks 
•  to monitor the level of use of e-invoicing in public procurement across the Union 

and the effects of the Directive 2014/55/EU on e-invoicing in public procurement 
•  to liaise with the Expert Group on e-Procurement for all matters regarding the use 

of e-invoicing in public procurement 
•  to advice the Commission on the governance of the relevant Connecting Europe 

Facility digital service infrastructures 
 

•  Composition 
•  Representatives of National Fora 
•  European associations representing consumers, small and medium-sized 

enterprises, large corporations, the banking sector, e-invoicing service providers 
and cross-border e-invoicing infrastructure enablers 

•  CEN, European Central Bank (ECB), Article 29 Working Party, UN/CEFACT 
 

•  Organization of work 
•  Three Activity Groups 
•  Two meetings per year (next meeting: March 2015) 



Move to e-invoicing in the EU 

•  Directive 2014/55/EU on e-invoicing in public 
procurement calls for: 
Ø European standard (EN) to be developed and tested by CEN 

o  “semantic data model for the core elements of an electronic invoice” 

Ø All contracting authorities and contracting entities in the EU 
obliged to receive and process electronic invoices compliant 
with the new standard 

•  Scope:  
Ø Only invoices covered by Public Procurement Directives 
Ø Only invoices submitted to the public sector 
Ø Covers all public authorities (national, regional, local)  
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Move to e-invoicing in the EU 
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27.05.2014 

27.05.2017 

27.11.2018 •    

27.11.2019 

Directive enters into force 

EN to become available 

Mandatory at national  
level & for all CPBs 

Generally 
mandatory 

+ 36 months 

+ 18 months 
(minimum) 

+ 12 months 
(optional) 



Public procurement – definition & 
context 

•  “Purchase of goods and services or contracting of works 
by public authorities” 

•  Major reform of public procurement Directives completed 
in February 2014 
Ø  Directive 2014/24/EU on public procurement – replaces 

Directive 2004/18/EC ("classic Directive") 

Ø  Directive 2014/25/EU on procurement by entities operating in 
the water, energy, transport and postal services sectors – replaces 
Directive 2004/17/EC ("utilities Directive") 

Ø  Directive 2014/23/EU on the award of concession contracts 
(new) 
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Post-award Pre-award 

Notification Access Submission Evaluation Award Ordering Invoicing Payment (Archiving) 

The public procurement process 
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The complete process 



Move to e-procurement in the EU 

•  Directive 2014/24/EU on public procurement calls for 
the gradual introduction of mandatory e-procurement 
in the EU 

•  Implementation deadlines staggered over 4.5 years 
•  Several elements of pre-award covered: 

Ø e-notification 
Ø e-access 
Ø e-submission (including e-catalogues) 
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Move to e-procurement in the EU 
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17.04.2014 

17.04.2016 

17.04.2017 •    

17.10.2018 

Directive enters into force 

Period for transposition 
expires 

Mandatory for CPBs 

Generally 
mandatory 

+ 24 months 

+ 36 months 

+ 54 months 



Expert Group on eProcurement (EXEP) 

•  Kick-off meeting:  21 October 2014 
•  Goals: 

Ø  To assist and advise MS and the COM in implementing the 
provisions of the Public Procurement Directives relating to 
eProcurement. 

Ø  To contribute to monitoring the uptake of eProcurement, share 
best practices and follow new developments. It will also help 
addressing interoperability issues. 

Ø  To liaise with the European Forum on eInvoicing and with the 
national fora.  
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Related EU initiatives 
•  Connecting Europe Facility (CEF) 

Ø  Financing for projects which fill the missing links in Europe's 
energy, transport and digital backbone 

 
Ø  CEF Telecom aims at: 

o  Improving the availability of high-speed broadband internet 
o  Providing access to Digital Service Infrastructures (DSIs) 

Ø  DSIs implemented both at Commission ("core service") and 
Member States levels ("generic services") 

Ø  DSI on e-invoicing + DSI on eProcurement to be set up 
Ø  Their tasks and governance are being defined  
Ø  Budget 2014-2020:  € 170 million for broadband 

    € 970 million for DSIs 
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Contact 

 European Commission 
DG Enterprise and Industry  
Unit E4: Key Enabling Technologies and Digital Economy 
B-1049 Brussels 
 
E-mail: entr-e-invoicing@ec.europa.eu  
Twitter: @EU_Growth 

  
 e-Invoicing webpage: 
http://ec.europa.eu/enterprise/sectors/ict/e-invoicing/ 

 

 Public Procurement webpage: 
http://ec.europa.eu/internal_market/publicprocurement/
index_en.htm 


